CHAPTER   XVII
THE  SEARCH  FOR A RULER
IN the coffee houses, in the tents of the shaikhs, wherever
'Iraqis met in social and political gatherings during the winter
of 1920 and the spring of 1921, the question as to the form of
the permanent Government and of the person of its ruler was
constantly under discussion The problem of the ruler, both to
'Iraqis and to the responsible British officials in Baghdad and
in Whitehall, was much the same as it had been just after the
Armistice of Mudros: the discovery of an individual who would
command the greatest support among the inhabitants of 'Iraq.
The desire on the part of H.M. Government to set up a ruler
who had the support of the people, as reiterated by Lord Curzon
in the House of Lords, June 25th, 1920, when he said: 'No
announcement would be more welcome to us than a genuine
and general expression of opinion in favour of a particular
system or even of a particular ruler/1 was something more than
mere platitude calculated to win the goodwill of the Iraqis.
A candidate possessing popular support and willing to co-
operate with Great Britain in maintaining her interests was
inherent in the pattern of the State which H.M. Government
had in mind for 'Iraq which, in spite of the implications of its
public declarations, was still an 'indigenous government3 under
'effective and indisputable British control3.2 Without such a
head, clothed with executive authority and ostensibly supported
by the people, no fa9ade could exist behind which ultimate
British control might function without the open employment
of armed force. All negotiations, whether unilateral or bilateral,
unsupported by public opinion, would fall to the ground for
1 Pad. Debates, H. of L., sth S., Vol. XL (1920), p. 880.
2 Telegram, S/S for India to Political, Baghdad, February I4th, 1919, cited
supra, pp. 180-1.
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